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Abstract- During covid-19 and Lockdown, almost all the countries of the world were facing very tough time 
and India was no exception to it. But what makesthe situation grimmer for both farmers community and current 

regime in India was the enactment of the three infamous farm laws as farmers were forced to take roads to be 

reside for more than expected time at Delhi borders while government had no option but to face farmers 

resentment to the large level as the government was being blamed for taking this action of enactment of laws in 

a covert way. The Farmers Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, Farmers 

(Empowerment and Protection) Agreement of Price Assurance and Farm Services Act, and The Essential 

Commodities (Amendment) Act were thrown as a big reform for Indian agriculture sector but received non-

acceptance and became a greater cause for resentment among farming community of India. Government with 

the help of different agencies came forward to persuade farmers in favour of farm laws.  But Farmers were 

relentless and kept criticise the means and ways adopted by Government of India as some of the incidence took 

place during that agitation were really intense and farmers remained very emotional and expressive about those 

incidents. To comprehend the emotional experience of farmers during this protest is one of the prime objectives 
of this study. The paper also tries to understand the satisfaction level and future plan of the farmers community.  

To fulfil these objectives, A primary-data based study was conducted in Haryana and Punjab state which had the 

majority of protesters staging protests at Delhi borders. A total of 280 farmers were selected randomly from 

Haryana and Punjab State by selecting 140 farmers each from both of the states who spent at least 15 days at 

Delhi borders. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

During Covid-19, three infamous farm laws were 

passed by Indian Parliament and eventually approved 

by president of India on 27 September, 2020. The 

arguments put forward to support these laws stated 
these laws as most instrumental in raising farmers 

income and profitability by raising market and price 

efficiency.  But government of India had to face very 

strong reaction for that move and farmers from nearby 

states reached to Delhi borders to set the stage for a 

long agitation against this enactment but before 

reaching this formidable struggle a conclusionand to 

combat against government’s move, farmers had to go 

through a very difficult journey and some of their 

family members and friends had to sacrifice their 

lives. it is the responsibility of the academia, 
researchers to conduct research focusing on the main 

stakeholders that were actually endured that harsh and 

long journey with full of courage and determination. 

To comprehend farming community’ Knowledge and 

their perceptions about laws and other associate 

incidence took place during this strident journey and 

to know, what made them to feel that these laws are 

detrimental to their interest, to understand the ground 

reality, to understand their experience during that 

tough and long journey from their perspective, the 

present primary data-based study was conducted on 

respondents from Haryana state as maximum number 

of protesters at Delhi borders were from Haryana 

Punjab.  

STIPULATED OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

1) To find out the most intense and emotional 

incidents during this protest. 

2) To discuss about positive and negative experience 

of farmers at Delhi borders during the protest. 

3) To know about farmers satisfaction level with the 

agreement and their future plan. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The stipulated objectives of the study have been 

fulfilled and the furnished results for the same have 

been reflected through the following heads 

Most Intense Incident and Traumatic Factor 

During Protest at Delhi Borders 

It was surfaced during the survey that the most intense 

incident during this protest was remained the day 
when Rakesh Tikiat broke down due to the attempt to 

attack the protesters made by Govt supported groups 

as 74 per cent of the farmers from Haryana were of 

the view that it was reallya heart touching incident 

that impacted them deeply while in case of Punjab, 
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the most intense incidentwas remained the incidence 

of Lakhimpur Kheri.  

When enquired about most traumatic factor at Delhi 

borders when the farmers were engaged in protest, 

Majority of the proportion of the participant farmers 

were of the view that they did not have any kind of 

fear or trauma as they had only one objective in their 

mind and that was to make pressure on government to 

let the three farm laws repealed.  Regarding 

participants from Haryana state, 66.8 per cent of the 

farmers had expressed their feelings that they did not 
have any fear or trauma in their mind. In the same 

way, 77.2 per cent from Punjab state were of the view 

that there was nothing that could create fear or trauma 

as they were determined and had only one goal in 

their mind and that was the nullification of the three 

farmlaws. However, 13.6 per centfarmers in Haryana 

and 8.4 per cent farmers in Punjab were agreed to the 

fact that ignorance or ego of government during those 

days was the most traumatic factor they faced. A 

small chunk of farmers also shared that they had fear 

in their mind that they might lose war in the mid.  

Table 1 

Most Intense Incident and Traumatic Factor 

During Protest at Delhi Borders 

Worst Mean Used by Indian Government to 

Scuttle Farmers Movement and Most Important 

Achievement of Farmers 

When enquired about the worst mean used by Indian 

government to scuttle farmers movement, most of the 

farmers were of the view that it was the misuse of 

mainstream media to malign farmers movement. The 

study revealed that 97.2 per cent from Haryana state 

and 89.2 per cent participant farmers from Punjab 

state stated that government tried to manipulate the 

facts by destroying the integrity of media.  1.2 per 
cent participant farmers from Haryana and 8.4 per 

cent from Punjab revealed that Ignorance or showing 

lack of interest in initiating effective talk with farmers 

was also the factor that was used to scuttle the farmers 

movement. 

When asked about most important achievement 

except repealing of farm laws, very positive results 

were revealed. As a proportion of farmers revealed 

that they have learned new things as they came to the 

contact of farmers from other state. They also 

discussed about new techniques of agriculture. They 

also exchanged views on the culture and traditions in 

their respective state or villages.  It was also shared by 

farmers that movement at Delhi border increased their 

confidence to speak and to express and do the things 

in effective manner. It was also shared by farmers that 

this movement has increased their confidence to fight 

or raise their voice against the injustice done to them. 

Other most important achievement shared by 

respondents was that it was the movement which 

contributed most to broke the barrier of caste and 
religion.   

When enquired about the change in the mood of the 

protest after the incident of 28th, 2021, a large 

proportion of the farmers shared that that the 

movement has always been fought on logics. There 

was no incident or point that was found able enough 

to make the protest illogical or emotional. It was not 

the movement that was fought on emotional ground. 

There were always facts, data, information put 

forward by different stakeholders to move the protest 

forward. 85 per cent farmers in Haryana and 85.71 per 

cent farmers were of the view that the movement has 
always been logical. 

 

Table 2 

Worst Mean Used by Indian Government to 

Scuttle the Farmers Movement and Most 

Important Achievement of Farmers 

Perceptions of the farmers about the Challenges 

faced by Common Man/commuters 

When asked about the challenges that were faced by 

common men or commuters, most of the farmers did 

not agree to the point. The farmers shared that they 
did not block roads. They were made their makeshift 

homes at the outer borders of Delhi. It was only the 

Government who blocked some of the Roads 

intentionally to create misunderstanding among 

locals or others road users. The government wanted 

to make commuters and other users to believe the 

liethat their problems were emerged just because of 

the protest. Although in Haryana, 91.43 per cent 
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farmers were of the view that there was no such type 

of problem that was created or took place due to the 

protest and 87.86 percent farmers from Punjab did 

not show their agreement to the query that the 

protest had created problems for others. 

Table 3 

Perceptions of the farmers about the Challenges 

faced by Common Man/commuters 

 

Satisfaction with the Agreement and Possibility of 

such kinds of Protest in Future 

The study revealed that albeit the three farm laws 

have been repealed but a major proportion of farmers 
are not satisfied with the conclusion as few of the 

important and major demands are yet to be met. These 

includes MSP, solution to the farmers problem of 

debt, subsidy etc. so, a proportion of the respondents 

did not feel satisfaction with the agreement. 

Replying to the question if such kind of protest can be 

initiated in near future also, 37.1 per cent of the 

farmers were of the view that such kind of movement 

can be initiated in future also from Haryana while 

30.7 per cent farmers in Punjab were agreed to the 

fact that such kind of protest can be initiated in future 

also. It was revealed by the study that a large chunk of 
the framers was of the view that such kind of protest 

can not be raised again in future as 63.2 percent 

farmers in Haryana and 53.2 per cent farmers in 

Punjab revealed the same fact. 

It was revealed through the discussion that farmers 

have very positive attitude towards the efficiency and 

sincerity of the farmers leadership as during 

conversation it was found that 88.57 per cent of the 

protesters believe in the ability and integrity in their 

leadership while 80 per cent of the farmers in Punjab 

were found to be of the same thought. However, 8.57 
per cent farmers in Haryana and 13.57 per cent 

farmers in Punjab were of the view that the farmers 

leadership convert into political organisation.  

Table 4 

Satisfaction with the Agreement and Possibility of 

such kinds of Protest in Future 

Major issues which are yet to be resolved 

It was revealed through discussion that Minimum 

support prices have been the most important issue that 

farmers explained, should be resolved at the earliest 

possible.  80.7 per cent in Haryana and 66.4 per cent 

in Punjab state was found to be worried about MSP. 

Besides that, some of the other issues which should be 

met were remained as issues related to electricity 

bills, subsidy on other inputs, loans, infrastructure, 

lack of high-quality seeds and lack of water facility.  

Table 5 

Major issues which are yet to be resolved 

Conclusion 

On the Basis of the above discussion, it was 

found that the broke down of Rakesh Tikiat was really 

a heart touching incident that impacted he farmers 

from Haryana deeply while in case of Punjab, the 
most intense incidentwas remained the incidence of 

Lakhimpur Kheri. Majority of the proportion of the 

participant farmers were of the view that they did not 

have any kind of fear or trauma as they had only one 

objective in their mind and that was to make pressure 

on government to let the three farm laws repealed.  

Most of the farmers during the survey revealed the 

fact that it was the misuse of mainstream media to 

malign farmers movement which remained the worst 

mean used by government to scuttle the agitation. A 

proportion of farmers revealed that they have learned 

new things as they came to the contact of farmers 
from other states. They used to discussabout new 

techniques of agriculture and also exchanged views 

on the culture and traditions in their respective state or 

villages.  It was also shared by farmers that movement 

at Delhi border increased their confidence to speak 

and to express and do the things in effective manner. 

Other most important achievement shared by 

respondents was that it was the movement which 

contributed most to broke the barrier of caste and 

religion.  Most of the farmers did not agree to the 

point that they blocked roads. A major proportion of 
farmers are not satisfied with the conclusion as few of 

the important and major demands are yet to be met. 

These includes MSP, solution to the farmers problem 

of debt, subsidy etc. so, a proportion of the 

respondents did not feel satisfaction with the 

agreement.It was revealed through discussion that 

Minimum support prices have been the most 

important issue that farmers explained, should be 

resolved at the earliest possible. 

So, it was the biggest peaceful protest took place at 

Delhi borders against government’s move of 

enactment three laws. Besides, it was the war against 
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big corporations as farmers thought these laws were 

enacted to give benefits to the big farmers. To protect 

their interest, farmers community took decision to 

fight against this injustice till the win and they fought 

it enthusiastically without losing hope and fear against 

the adamant of government of India.   
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